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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-41 and 44-45 are presented for examination. Claims 42-43 have been 
cancelled. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
08/05/2009 has been entered. 

Double Patenting 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
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F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

4. Claims 1-41 and 44-45 rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-168 of U.S. Patent No. 7,590, 
688 (hereinafter referred as 688). Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they 
are not patentably distinct from each other. Please see the chart below: 



U.S. Patent 7,590, 688 


Application 09/869,513 


1 . A method for conducting, 
augmenting or any combination thereof 
at least 


1 . A method for conducting, 
augmenting or any combination thereof 
at least one convention, trade show, 
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one convention on the Internet, by 


display ad network or any combination 


facilitating the exchange between at least 


thereof on the Internet, by facilitating the 


one meeting planner client and at least 


exchange between at least one meeting 


one attendee client, the method 


planner client, administrator, exhibitor, 


comprising the steps of: 


sponsor or any combination thereof and at 


a. receiving, from the at least one 


least one attendee client, site visitor, user 


meeting planner client with a web 


or any combination thereof, the method 


browser computer, at a central website 


comprising the steps of: 


server for providing central website server 


a. receiving, from the at least one 


system processing, a plurality of 


meeting planner client, administrator, 


convention activity policies and convention 


exhibitor, sponsor or any combination 


content information for a plurality of 


thereof with a web browser computer, and 


conventions; 


electronically storing in at least one 


b. loading, at the central website server by 


convention venue database at a central 


virtual convention venue website 


website server for providing central 


program instructions, at least a portion of 


website server system processing, at least 


the plurality of convention activity policies 


one convention activity policy, display ad 


and the convention content information 


placement order, display ad keyword or 


intr* of loocf nno x/irti ioI r*r\n\/orrl"ir\n \/oni id 
IIILU dL IcdbL Ul It; VIlLUdl UUI Ivcl ILIUI 1 VcllUfc; 


diiy our i iuii iduui i uicicui diiu uui ivci iuui i, 


database; 


display ad or any combination thereof 


c. processing at the central website 


content information for the at least one 


server 


convention, trade show, display ad 
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by the virtual convention venue website 


network or any combination thereof; 


program instructions using at least one 


b. processing at the central website 


of the plurality of convention activity 


server by virtual convention website 


policies to specify the processing flow 


program instructions using the at least one 


for a differentiated convention website for 


convention activity policy, display ad 


the at least one convention from 


placement order, display ad keyword or 


the plurality of conventions; 


any combination thereof to differentiate the 


d. after performing the processing of 


navigational flow and use of the 


step c, receiving at the central website 


convention, display ad or any combination 


server from the at least one attendee 


thereof content information among an 


client with a web browser computer a 


array of convention, display ad or any 


selection for convention content 


combination thereof activity; 


information of the at least one convention 


c. after performing the processing of step 


from the plurality of conventions; 


b, receiving, from the at least one attendee 


e. processing the selection at the 


client, site visitor, user or any combination 


central website server by the virtual 


thereof with a web browser computer at 


convention venue website program 


the central website server, a selection for 


instructions using the differentiated 


convention, display ad or any combination 


OUI I Vol ILIUI I WoUbllO IUI lllo dl lOdbL Ul Ic 


UlclcUl OUIILollL II 1 IUI 1 1 Id UUI 1 Ul Lllc dL IfcJdbl 


convention from the plurality of 


one convention, trade show, display ad 


conventions; and 


network or any combination thereof; and 


f. releasing from the central website 


d. releasing from the central website 
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server to the at least one attendee client 


server to the at least one attendee client, 


the selected convention content 


site visitor, user or any combination 


information. 


thereof the selected convention, display ad 




or any combination thereof content 




information. 



As per Claim 1, and described in the comparison table above, the Claim 1 in 688 
teaches all the limitation of Claim 1 except an obvious variation of preamble "at least 
trade show, display ad network or any combination thereof on the Internet, by facilitating 
the exchange between at least one meeting planner client, administrator, exhibitor, 
sponsor or any combination thereof and at least one attendee client, site visitor, user or 
any combination thereof, the method" and "planner client, administrator, exhibitor, 
sponsor or any combination thereof with a web browser computer, and electronically 
storing in at least one convention venue database [loading, at the central website 
server by virtual convention venue website ] at a central website server for providing 
central website server system processing, at least one convention activity policy, display 
ad placement order, display ad keyword or any combination thereof and convention, 
display ad or any combination thereof content information for the at least one 
convention, trade show, display ad network or any combination thereof;" 

It would be obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to electronically store convention in the venue database. Doing so would 
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provide advantages such as having a default templates for conventions in the database 
and efficient use of bandwidth. 

Since claim 1 is an obvious variant of claim 1 of 688, it is not patentably distinct 
from claim 1 of 688. 

As per Claims 39, 40 and 45, and also applied to Claim 1 , the claims 40 and 41 in 688 
teaches all the limitation of Claims 39, 40 and 45 except an obvious variations as 
described above for the claim 1 . 

Claims 39, 40, and 45 are an obvious variant of claims 1 , 40 and 41 of 688; it is 
not patentably distinct from claim 1 , 40 and 41 of 688. 

As per Claims 2-38, and also applied to Claim 1 , the Claims 2 -39 in 688 
teaches all the limitation of Claims 2-38 except an obvious variation of meeting 
planner client such as administrator, exhibitor, sponsor or any combination thereof, 
and the convention, trade show, display ad network or any combination thereof. 

It would be obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate other types of planner clients such as administrator, exhibitor, 
sponsor or any combination and also content of the website may include convention, 
trade show, display ad network or any combination thereof. Doing so would provide an 
infrastructure to hold multiple type of virtual business shows and meetings. 

Since claims 2-38 are an obvious variant of claims 2 -39 of 688, it is not 
patentably distinct from claims 2 and 3 of 688. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on 08/05/2009 with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claims under 1-41 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection under 103 (a), Salesky et al. in view of Conklin et al., has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, Obvious type Double patenting rejection is made 
and maintained. 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD A. SIDDIQI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3976. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MS 

/NATHAN FLYNN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



